
This paper analyzed how Jizo-Bon, small-scale religious festivals held widely in Kyoto-city, contributes for improving resilience of “cho”, 

the basic communities in the central urban area of Kyoto  e clari ed that Jizo-Bon is one of important opportunities for inhabitants to 

be involved in “cho” except for “cho-nai-kai”, community management associations. The results show Jizo-Bon provides “cho” with 

“redundancy”, another key factor of resilience in addition to “diversity”. It is caused with characteristics of Jizo-Bon as shown bellow. 

. oads for management are distributed to the extent that each inhabitant can bear them. . eaning of Jizo-Bon can be exibly renewed 

corresponding with each inhabitant’s purpose or motivation for joining.
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Table1 Outline of the questionnaire survey
1

A 町 A-cho B 町 B-cho

基本的特徴
Basic Character

居住年数の長い住人が多く高齢化
が進行。戸建て住宅・長屋が中心。

Most residents are living in the 
community for  long t ime and 
aging. Detached and row house are 
main house types.  

町外から転入する若年世帯も多く、
戸建て・長屋と共同住宅が混在。

Some young households recently 
m o v e d  i n  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y. 
Apartment houses and othey house 
tyeps  are mixed.

人口・世帯数
Population

75 人 75 persons
45 世帯 45 households

216 人 216 persons
150 世帯 150 households

配布世帯数
No. of household 

for distribution

45 世帯 45 Househols
（うち 32 世帯が町内会に加入

32 households join in Cho-nai-kai）

150 世帯 150 Households
（うち 52 世帯が町内会に加入

52 households join in Cho-nai-kai）

質問内容
Contents of 

Question

地蔵盆で参加する（した）行事、行事の運営への関わり方、参加の目的、
参加のきっかけ、地蔵盆以外の地域への関わり方等
Events you joined in Jizo-Bon, Your involvement for management of events, 
Purpose of participation, Reason of participation, Your involvement in region 
activities except for Jizo-Bon etc.

配布方法
Way of 

distribution

町内会加入世帯：町内会を通じて配布
Householsds joining in Cho-nai-kai: Distribution through Cho-nai-kai

町内会非加入世帯：ポスティング
Householsds not joining in Cho-nai-kai: Distribution with posting

回収方法
Way of collection

郵送、または町内会長を通じて回収
With mailing or cho-nai-kai

郵送にて回収
With Mailing

回収数（有効回答率）
No. of Collection

（Effective Response ratio）

20 世帯
20 Households

（44.4％）

34 世帯
34 Households

（22.7％ )
配布日

Date of distribution
2013 年 11 月 10 日
10th November 2013

回収締切日
Deadline of reply

2013 年 12 月 8 日
8th December 2013
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Fig.3 Basic Characteristics of respondents(persons)
3

Fig.2 Spacial character and Jizoubon program in B-cho
2

Fig.1 Spacial character and Jizoubon program in A-cho
 1

   8:00 お飾り Decoration of Jizo Statue
 10:00 読経・数珠まわし Reciting sutra 
        by monk and “Juzu-mawashi”
        (rotating a big rosary sitting in circle)
 11:00 おやつ Distribution of sweets

8:00  お飾り Decoration of Jizo Statue
9:45  読経・数珠まわし Reciting sutra 
        by monk and            
　　 子どもおやつ Distribution of 
             sweets for children
          ゲーム、クイズ Playing games   
           and quiz for recreation

 13:00 福 引、 ゲ ー ム 開 始 Lottery and 
starting games
 13:30 おやつ Distribution of  sweets
 15:30 ゲーム終了 The end of games
 16:00 片付け Putting the decoration away

13:00  ボールすくい rubber ball scooping
　　　子ども福引 Lottery for children
　　　家庭用福引 Lottery for families
14:00 クイズ回答締め切り Deadline for 
              answer of quiz
15:00  片付け Putting the decoration away
 後日   足洗い After-party (at a later date)  10:00   集合（地蔵祠前）・移動 Meeting (in 

         front of Jizou statue) and moving to hotel
 11:30   昼食（ホテル） Lunch (at the hotel)

 13:00   ビンゴ大会と入浴 Playing bingo         
               and taking a bath
 15:45   帰宅 Going home

地蔵盆行事プログラム Programe of events in Jizoubon地蔵盆行事プログラム Programe of events in Jizoubon
8 月 24 日（土）一日目  24th (Saturday) August, the first day8 月 18 日（日） 18th (Sunday) August

8 月 25 日（日）二日目  25th (Sunday) August, the second day
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A町 A-cho

お飾り
Decoration of Jizo statue

読経 
Reciting sutra by monkクイズ問題の掲示

Display of Quiz

お飾り
Decoration of Jizo statue

読経 
Reciting sutra by monkクイズ問題の掲示

Display of Quiz
読経・数珠まわし Reciting sutra by monk 
and “Juzu-mawashi”

読経・数珠まわし Reciting sutra by monk 
and “Juzu-mawashi”

福引きの景品 Gifts for Lottery ボールすくい rubber ball scooping

A-cho

B-cho
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N/A

80’s70’s60’s50’s40’s30’s

20代

A-cho2 12 2 3 1

B-cho12 4 1 14 1 2
N/A

Others
三世代同居 Three generations

未婚の子 with unmarried children

年齢 
Age

町内居住年数

世帯構成

Duration of residence 
in the current 
community

Family Composition

住宅形式
House type

住宅所有
House Ownwrship

親と同居 with parents

夫婦のみ Husband and wife only
単独 Shingle

~10 yesrs ~20

~30

~40 ~50 ~60 ~70 ~80 81~
A-cho5 1 2 2 1 5 2 2

B-cho19 5 1 1 4 1 3
N/A

A-cho

B-cho

18

12

2

120
N/A

共同住宅Apartment house

戸建・長屋 Detached & law house

A-cho

B-cho

17

11

3

120
N/A

借家Rent

持ち家 Own
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B町 B-cho 共同住宅
Apartment house

お飾り
Decoration of Jizo statue

福引き、輪投げ
Lottery, Quoits(Game 

for children)

数当てクイズの掲示
Display of Quiz 地蔵の祠

Shrine of Jizo statue

ボールすくい
Dipping for lubber ball
(Games for children)
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Reciting sutra by monk

お飾り
Decoration of Jizo statue
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Lottery, Quoits(Game 

for children)
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(Games for children)

読経 
Reciting sutra by monk
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Fig.4 Involement for area management (multiple answer)
4

Fig.6 Events in Jizoubon you participated (multiple answer)
6

Fig.7 Roles you experienced in Jizoubon (multiple answer)
7

Fig.5 Participation for Jizoubon and community events
5

町内の役員
officers of cho-nai-kai

Group leader of cho

Management of cho’s events

Management of dstrict’s events

Cooperation for cho’s events

Cooperation for district’s events

Management of district’s organization

N/A

町内の組長

町内行事の運営

町内行事への協力

元学区行事の運営

元学区行事への協力

元学区団体の運営
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Visiting shrine

Summer festival

Sports day

Events in community 
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Disaster drill
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Participate in every year
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Have participated Unknown

Participate when you are officer

Participated in previous
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夏祭

運動会
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Lottery for children
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Non-participation

After-party / Recreation

Playing Quoits
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読経／数珠回し

子供のおやつ

卵つかみ（＊）

子供用福引（＊）

輪投げ（＊）
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数当て／クイズ

片付け

足洗い／レクリエーション

参加せず

0 20 40 60 80 100(%)

16

16

17
15

15

18

18

18

11
9

6

A-cho

B-cho
（N=18）

（N=24）

世話役
Manager
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Help on the day

Taking care of jizou statue
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事前準備

会場提供

当日手伝い

地蔵管理

道具管理
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Table2 Involvement of each respondents to management
2

回答者の属性

M
ark of respondants

Character of respondants Management of Cho-nai-kai Management of Jizo-Bon

O
ffi

cer (3 roles)

G
roup leader

Arrangem
ent of events

Cooperation forevents

Involvem
ent for Cho-nai-kai

Participation for Jizoubon

Age

D
uration of residence(Year)

H
ouse type

Fam
ily type

M
anager

Preparation

Provision of Place

H
elp on the day

回
答
者
ナ
ン
バ
ー

年
齢
（
歳
）

町
内
会
へ
の
関
わ
り
方

町
内
三
役

組
長
・
班
長

行
事
の
企
画
・
実
施

行
事
等
へ
の
協
力

地
蔵
盆
へ
の
参
加

世
話
役

事
前
準
備

会
場
の
提
供

当
日
の
手
伝
い

道
具
の
保
管
・
管
理

地
蔵
の
日
常
的
管
理

住
宅
形
式

家
族
形
態

居
住
年
数
（
年
）

町内会運営 地蔵盆運営

A01 85 85 Ａ Ⅱ 1
A02 77 77 Ａ Ⅱ 1
A03 75 75 Ａ Ⅱ 1
A04 65 65 Ａ Ⅱ 1
A05 72 63 Ａ Ⅱ 1
A06 61 61 Ａ Ⅳ 1
A07 71 50 Ａ Ⅲ 1
A08 60 10 Ａ Ⅱ 2
A09 68 3 Ａ Ⅱ 2
A10 83 83 Ａ Ⅱ 1
A11 71 63 Ａ Ⅱ 1
A12 32 2 Ａ Ⅱ 3
A13 62 31 Ａ Ⅱ 2
A14 47 47 Ａ Ⅳ 1
A15 59 35 Ａ Ⅱ 2
A16 66 66 Ａ Ⅴ 4
A17 64 4 Ａ Ⅰ 2
A18 71 46 Ａ Ⅳ 2
A19 36 3 B Ⅰ 6
A20 32 2 B Ⅰ 6
B01 70 43 Ａ Ⅱ ◎ 2
B02 72 42 Ａ Ⅱ ◎ 1
B03 47 6 Ａ Ⅲ ◎ 2
B04 78 78 Ａ Ⅲ ◎ 1
B05 57 12 Ａ Ⅲ ◎ 1
B06 76 49 Ａ Ⅱ ◎ 1
B07 54 30 Ａ Ⅱ ◎ 1
B08 Ａ Ⅲ ◎ 3
B09 27 27 Ａ Ⅲ ○ 1
B10 41 10 Ｂ Ⅴ ○ 1
B11 52 7 Ｂ Ⅲ ○ 2
B12 52 0 Ｂ Ⅲ ○ 1
B13 43 5 Ｂ Ⅲ ○ 1
B14 77 3 Ｂ Ⅰ ○ 1
B15 78 13 Ａ Ⅰ ○ 3
B16 40 13 Ｂ Ⅲ ○
B17 36 5 Ｂ Ⅲ ○ 2
B18 38 1 Ｂ Ⅲ ○ 1
B19 45 45 Ａ Ⅰ ○ 4
B20 39 8 Ｂ Ⅰ △ 2
B21 42 9 Ｂ Ⅲ ○ 2
B22 30 1 Ｂ

Ｂ
Ｂ
Ｂ
Ｂ
Ｂ
Ｂ
Ｂ
Ｂ

Ⅲ ○ 2
B23 30 1 Ⅲ △ 5
B24 31 2 Ⅲ △ 6
B25 31 12 Ⅰ △ 5
B26 38 7 Ⅰ △ 5
B27 25 1 Ⅰ △ 5
B28 28 0 Ⅰ △ 6
B29 23 3 Ⅰ △ 6
B30 22 0 Ⅰ △ 6

【凡例 Legend】
住宅タイプ House type　　Ａ：戸建て・長屋  Detached & Row house　Ｂ：共同住宅 Apartment house
家族構成 Family type　    　Ⅰ：単身者 Single  Ⅱ：夫婦のみ Only husband & wife　
                                                 　Ⅲ：核家族（夫婦＋子ども等） Nuclear family (Parents & unmarried children)
　　　　　                           　Ⅳ：三世代同居 Three generations　Ⅴ：その他 Others
町内会への関わり方 
Involvement to Cho-nai-kai

地蔵盆の参加  
Participation to Jizo-Bon　

１：毎年参加している　　　　　　　　２：都合がつけば参加
　
３：役員の時は参加　　　　　　　　　４：以前は参加していた
　　　
５：知っているが参加したことがない　６：知らない

◎：町内会 3 役を担ったことがある世帯（運営への関わりが大きい）
 　  Households who have taken officers  (Deep involvement to management)
○：町内会 3 役を担ったことがない世帯（運営への関わりが小さい）
       Households who have not taken officers  (Not-deep involvement to management)
△：町内会に個別加入していない世帯 
       Households who are not belong to Cho-nai-kai 

…中学生以下の子どものいる世帯 …役割を担ったことがある

…2013 年度の地蔵盆に不参加

【注釈 Note】
※１　町内会の運営に関わりが
　あるため○と判断した。
    The members are categorized to 
　“◯” because they are involved in 
　management of Cho-nai-kai.
※２　地蔵盆への参加は見られ
　るが町内会運営に関わりがな
　いため△と判断した。
 　The members are categolized to 
　“△” because they are not 
　involved in management of 
　Cho-nai-kai although they 
　participate in Jio-Bon.

※2

※1

Taking care of Jizo statue

Keeping instrum
ents of Jizo-Bon

Participate in every year Participate when you are convenient

Participate when you are officer Participated in previous
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　This paper analyzed how Jizo-Bon, small-scale religious festivals held widely in Kyoto, contributes for improving resilience of 
cho , the basic communities in the central urban area of Kyoto  e clari ed that inhabitants who has no involvement or uite 

limited involvement to “cho-nai-kai”, community management associations are joining management of Jizo-Bon. The result 
means Jizo-Bon is an opportunity for inhabitants to be involved in “cho” except for “cho-nai-kai”. In addition, it means Jizo-Bon 
provide “cho” with “redundancy”, another key factor of resilient communities in addition to “diversity”. e also clari ed that it is 
caused with characteristics of Jizo-Bon described as follows. 

　1. Distribution of management loads to various inhabitants
　Loads for management of Jizo-Bon are distributed to the extent that each inhabitant can bear them. For example, people can 
join in the management only with "arranging place", "supporting events on the day" which is easier to bear than other roles as 
"manager of Jizoubon", "preparing for events" etc. 
　It is also clari ed that inhabitants who are usually dif cult to be involved in communities as those who are not belong to "cho-
nai-kai", those who moved in "cho" recently, single old inhabitants and apartment inhabitants participate in Jizo-Bon. It means 
Jizo-Bon contribute to "Diversity" of "cho". 
　It is expected that the people involved in Jizo-Bon management to make roles also in "cho-nai-kai" in the future. However, the 
people differentiate the former involvement from the later as far as we analyzed in this paper. That make it possible the people 
who cannot bear much loads of "cho-nai-kai" management to be involved in "cho".     

　2. Flexible meaning corresponded with community situation
　 eaning of Jizo-Bon is exible corresponding with situation of communities and people can join in it with their own purpose 
or motivation. The recognition about Jizo-Bon is different in the two "cho" communities selected as survey area in this paper. 
Inhabitants in "A cho", a community managed mainly by people who are living there for long term, recognize Jizo-Bon as 
"religious events" and "traditional events". On the other hand, inhabitants in "B cho", a community including people who 
moved in "cho" recently, don't recognize as "A cho" and accept it as rather for "communication among inhabitants" and "fan of 
inhabitants". It means that Jizo-Bon is sustaining by adding or changing meaning of itself corresponding with characters of 
community as its population structure.

　In addition, we also clari ed that Jizo-Bon is an opportunity for people who moved inside the city to become familiar with their 
new community because Jizo-Bon is held widely in the urban area of Kyoto. The image of Jizo-Bon shared among citizens seems 
to be a key factor making it possible for various inhabitant to join and collaboratory manage it.  

　Jizo-Bon is a resource which provide various inhabitants with opportunity to involve in communities depending on their 
situation and interest. It is precious especially in the context in which decrease of interest and lack of manpower for community 
management is serious problem. On the other hand, once Jizo-Bon is lost, it is dif cult to restore because the characteristics 
of Jizo-Bon we clari ed in this paper is ac uired through long-term experience. It is necessary to advocate and measure for 
conserving Jizo-Bon for the future.  
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